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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

706-745-9025
178 Mystic Overlook, Blairsville, GA

djtracey5@yahoo.com

TAXES FOR 
SMALL BUSINESS 
& INDIVIDUALS!

Dermott J. Tracey, CPA

Give a special gift to the horse 
enthusiasts in your life 

Save 20% on gift 
certificates over $70 

Mention this Ad ~ Reservations Required  
Cannot be combined with other offers 

Book a 1 hour ride in 
December for $25 (cash)  

$28 credit card 

Offer Expires 12/23/2017 

Guided Horseback Rides 
Holiday Special & Gift Certificates 

Call 706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Derek Richards

706-994-8973
or 706-745-6343

235 Old Farm View
Blairsville, GA 30512

239-963-7166
Joseph Janicki

SEAMS SEW SIMPLE

Upholstery
Upholstery Repairs

Furniture, Boats, & More!
seamssewsimplega@gmail.com

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225

Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net

Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

Children’s Books, Toys & Games
18” Vinyl Dolls & Baby Dolls

Doll Clothes, Shoes & Accessories
that fit 18” dolls including

The American Girl Doll

The Doll Shop & Toy Store

1533 Blue Ridge Hwy.
Blairsville, GA 30512

727-420-6023

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com

20 Years Experience • Insured 

Local & Long Hauls

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

Installing
Insulation
Hanging

Sheetrock
Finishing
Texturing

FREE
ESTIMATES

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

ICH
DRYWALL

706-745-5307

All 
Materials
Furnished
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Panthers...continued from Page 1A
get to enjoy some time away 
from worrying about home life 
or school, and get to have fun 
with some older kids in high 
school.”

High School Principal 
C.T. Hussion is always proud 
of his students, who go above 
and beyond to raise money, 
sponsor and spend time with 
their second-grade counterparts 
during Shop with a Panther.

“Both the older kids 
and the younger kids get a lot 
out of this – it’s one of our 
favorite events of the year for 
that reason,” said Hussion. 
“Just walking around seeing 
everybody coming together, 
it’s a special thing.”

John Hill, who heads 
up human resources at the 
board office but will take over 
as superintendent next year, 
said the schools are thankful 
to everyone who helped to 
provide positive Christmas 
experiences for Union County 
students of all ages.

“Everybody’s coming 
together just to serve the kids 
here in our community, and it’s 
amazing,” said Hill.

W i t h  a s s i s t a n c e 
from Walmart, the schools, 
Blairsville Police Department, 
Blairsville Cruisers, Union 
County Sheriff’s Office and an 
untold number of community 
patrons put many thousands 
of dollars’ worth of presents 
under the trees of many Union 
County families for Christmas 
this year.

UCHS Principal C.T. Hussion with future Superintendent John 
Hill. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

UCHS junior Jordan Fortenberry lines up a Shop with a 
Panther photograph for the yearbook. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

Shop with a Panther encourages students to work together in the spirit of Christmas. Photo/
Shawn Jarrard

kidney).’ The doctors believed 
she was right at the top of the list 
four years ago,” Thompson said. 
“What’s happening is, the pool 
that is looking for a donor has 
expanded exponentially.”  

M i L a n  h a s  b e e n  a 
frequent visitor of the Union 
County Dialysis Center since 
2009, when she was diagnosed 
with kidney disease. 

She goes through the 
process of dialysis for four hours 
each treatment, three times a 
week. January will mark the 
beginning of MiLan’s ninth 
year on dialysis. She’s on the 
National Kidney Registry, listed 
as being in need of a donated 
kidney.

The problem with finding 
a match for MiLan, her blood 
type is B+, a rare type that 
makes finding a match almost 
impossible.

She prays for a new 
kidney, mostly because she 
doesn’t want dialysis to rule 
her life anymore. It’s Christmas, 
and MiLan is in search of a 
Christmas Miracle.  She’s 
praying for an Angel to deliver 
a living kidney donor.

Though her blood type 
is a difficult match, a person 
with blood type O, the universal 

blood type, could be a match. 
That is as long as they are 
healthy.

Her  husband ,  Tom, 
wanted to donate a kidney 
to MiLan, however, his high 
blood pressure ruled him out 
as a donor because of the risks 
involved.

“There  are  100,000 
people waiting for a kidney 
transplant,” Thompson said. 
“Only 7,000 people are getting 
donated kidneys each year.”

Approximately 1 in 3 
kidney donations in the U.S., 
Great Britain and Israel are 
now from a live donor. Potential 
donors are carefully evaluated 
on medical and psychological 
grounds. 

This ensures that the 
donor is fit for surgery and has 
no disease, which brings undue 
risk or likelihood of a poor 
outcome for either the donor or 
recipient. 

T h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
assessment is to ensure the 
donor gives informed consent 
and is not coerced. In countries 
where paying for organs is 
illegal, authorities may also 
seek to ensure that a donation 
has not resulted from a financial 
transaction.

MiLan knows that studies 
show that people with kidney 
transplants live longer than 
those who remain on dialysis.

H e r  p r a y e r  i s  t h a t 
someone will read this story 
and know someone who would 
be interested in becoming a 
suitable donor for her. Finding 
out if you’re a suitable donor 
is easy. 

It’s a no-pressure call to 
Leanne, a registered nurse at 
Piedmont Hospital in Atlanta. 

For those interested in 
being considered for the donor 
program, call (404) 605-4605.

In talking with MiLan, 
she’s confident that there is a 
match out there somewhere. 
She’s confident that God will 
make sure that she gets a new 
kidney.

She lies in bed at night 
hoping and dreaming of a day 
when she’s not subjected to 
dialysis any longer.

“I hope that someone has 
a kidney for me,” MiLan said. “I 
hope for a Christmas Miracle.”

Almost a decade has gone 
by since she became a dialysis 
regular. She keeps the faith 
that a Christmas Miracle is still 
within reach. She prays that her 
quest for a donor kidney comes 
to complete fruition.

Until that day comes, she 
keeps the faith.

Miracle...continued from Page 1A

Vogel now offers Site-Spe-
cific Camping! As of December 
1, 2017 you can now make a res-
ervation for a specific campsite at 
Vogel State Park. Please remember 
to pay close attention to which site 
you are choosing during your res-
ervation booking. 

One of Georgia’s oldest and 
most beloved state parks, Vogel is 
located at the base of Blood Moun-
tain in the Chattahoochee National 
Forest. Driving from the south, 
visitors pass through Neel Gap, 

a beautiful mountain pass near 
Brasstown Bald, the highest point 
in Georgia. 

Vogel is particularly popu-
lar during the fall when the Blue 
Ridge Mountains transform into a 
rolling blanket of red, yellow and 
gold leaves. Hikers can choose 
from a variety of trails, including 
the popular 4-mile Bear Hair Gap 
loop, an easy lake loop that leads to 
Trahlyta Falls, and the challenging 
13-mile Coosa Backcountry Trail.

Cottages, campsites and 

primitive backpacking sites pro-
vide a range of overnight accom-
modations. The park’s 22 acre lake 
is open to non-motorized boats, and 
during summer, visitors can cool 
off at the mountain-view beach.

This park is rich in history, 
with many facilities being con-
structed by the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps during our nation’s Great 
Depression. The “CCC Boys” story 
is told in the park’s museum. The 
CCC museum is open seasonally.

Vogel State Park offering site-specific camping

Vogel State Park, Union County, Georgia


